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I DON’T LIKE TRAINS 

Cast of Characters 

Businessman: A somewhat successful, young/middle aged businessman who prefers success in 

working to pastimes 

Passenger: Riding on the same train as the businessman, the passenger’s strong beliefs on peace, 

and the benefits of slowing down from a busy life influence the businessman. 

Time 

Present, Midday near evening. The sun is still high in the sky, not quite threatening to set yet 

Synopsis 

The passenger on a train discusses with a businessman the annoyances of riding on crowded 

trains. The conversation escalates to the passenger criticizing the businessman’s inability to 

break free from his schedule, trapping him in a long, dragged on “train ride” of life. 

SETTING: Mostly crowded downtown train. 

AT RISE: Both people are sitting next to each other on a “train” with a bit of space between 

them. Businessman starts off looking upset, scooting away from people next to him. During the 

entire talk the ambient sound of voices is heard in the background 

 

 

Businessman 

(Uncomfortable and grumbling to himself, he fidgets about for a bit. 

He grumbles out the first line, speaking more to himself than anyone else) 

Ugh, this is why I don’t like riding on trains 

Passenger 

You don’t like trains? 



Businessman 

No, I don’t. Too many people, it’s uncomfortable 

Passenger 

Why are you going somewhere then? 

Businessman 

That’s a weird thing to ask. What do you mean? 

Passenger 

Why are you going somewhere? 

Businessman 

I’m meeting for a trip 

Passenger 

(Nearly interrupting. The passenger’s words 

 do not overlap, but the response is quick) 

But you don’t want to. 

Businessman 

I do, and if this trip goes as well as I think it will… well I’ll be promoted 

Passenger 

Are you happy with this? 

Businessman 

Of course I am, I’ll finally get more for what I’m doing 

Passenger 

Are you happy with what you’re doing? 

Businessman 

(Hesitates for less than a second) 

It’s alright I guess, 

Passenger 

You’re living the wrong life then. You need to get out 

 



Businessman 

What? 

Passenger 

You’re putting yourself through something you hate. Go do what you want instead 

Businessman 

I don’t hate my job 

Passenger 

You just tolerate it 

Businessman 

(With frustration) 

I told you I don’t hate my job! I’m getting paid nicely, and I’m about to be promoted promotion 

Passenger 

But you hate the train 

Businessman 

(Hesitation once again. Closer to 1-3 seconds this time.) 

I told you already. Where are you going with this anyways? 

Passenger 

Do you hate the train? 

Businessman 

Yeah? 

Passenger 

And you don’t hate your job 

Businessman 

Well, I don’t love it, but it’s important I stick with it 

Passenger 

For security? 

Businessman 

Yea, for the money, I’m living well 



Passenger 

By doing something you don’t love. 

Businessman 

It’s a small sacrifice 

(There is another silent moment. The businessman,  

who looks more annoyed than anything seems 

 relieved that the passenger finally stopped asking questions) 

 

Passenger 

You know what? 

Businessman 

What? 

Passenger 

I don’t like trains either 

Businessman 

You don’t? 

Passenger 

Nope 

Businessman 

Why’s that? 

Passenger 

Trains drag you on 

Businessman 

I guess. I’ve always thought that trains move you forwards.  

Passenger 

(Carefully measuring words. Small hesitations, but no change in pacing) 

Well yes, they do. You do get somewhere, but you spend so long on them, passing by a beautiful 

world all to arrive at that one stop 

 



Businessman 

Oh, well sometimes those destinations are beautiful too. Besides, the whole point is getting there 

isn’t it? 

Passenger 

Not at all! Think about what you’re leaving in the process. You’re missing out on life! Real, 

actual, important life! You see all of those sights, all of that living, all of…everything and pass it 

right by! And for what? Arriving at one destination?  I’m telling you, I don’t like these trains. 

They take your life away!  

Businessman 

Well you can always come back later! It’s not like those places are going anywhere. Sounds like 

I’d have all day. 

Passenger 

Days only last so long. If you keep waiting until later you’ll find night creeps up on you scarily 

quickly. Enjoy the day, morning noon and evening. That way once night hits you’ve had a good 

day.  

(Both people are silent for another moment, the passenger 

Who was noticeably energetic calms down some) 

Passenger 

You know what else I think? 

Businessman 

What? 

Passenger 

I think you’ve been riding this train far too long. You need change. 

Businessman 

I’ll be fine. 

(As he says this, the businessman gets up. 

 He’s arrived at his stop and gets ready to get off) 

 

Passenger 

If you say so; just make sure to get off every now and then. Life’s nighttime isn’t as forgiving, 

and you’ve only got one of its days to enjoy. 



 

 

Businessman 

(The businessman begins walking away from the train, stopping to look up at the sun for a 

moment. As he does, the annoying sound of the crowd stops. He takes a deep breath.) 

Looks like it’s just past noon… 


